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Welcome to 
THE COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
It’s fantastic that you are considering Swansea University as 
your next step towards a bright future and career. As Head of 
Science, I wanted to tell you how important every member of our 
community is: if you join us, you’ll be able to play an important 
role in the world-changing work we do. 

We are proud to welcome 
people into our ‘family’ from 
many backgrounds and from 
around the world. Science 
moves forward where there is 
diversity and we encourage 
many perspectives, voices and 
hearts to become involved in 
our activities as we become 
one of the most creative, 
welcoming and recognised 
centres of science globally.

During your time with us we 
will do everything we can to 
help you thrive and flourish; 
giving you the knowledge, 
skills and outlook for a fulfilling 
career and a good life. You’ll 
meet people − fellow students 
and staff − who will have a life-

long impact on you and you’ll 
be encouraged to share your 
knowledge with others, too.
In this brochure, you’ll find 
specific information on your 
specialist subject. You’ll 
see that you’ll be taught by 
world-leading researchers and 
teachers who are committed 
to your education. You’ll read 
about the range of jobs and 
careers your education will 
open up for you and the high 
success rate our students have 
in finding the future that is right 
for them. Reading about this is 
all very interesting, but please 
do come and visit us, too, so 
you can get a sense of the 
excitement and excellence that 
is part of our DNA.

Professor Matt Jones, 
Head of the  

College of Science 
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SWANSEA GEOGRAPHY
Welcome to
We are a friendly, vibrant and inclusive community, with a well-established international 
reputation for our teaching and research.

The Geography Department 
is located on the University’s 
gorgeous Singleton Park 
Campus, surrounded by 
beautiful parkland and the 
stunning Swansea Bay.

Geography is an exciting, 
important, and wonderful 
subject to study, and our 
degrees will equip you 
with the skills, knowledge, 
and experience needed to 
understand and solve the key 
environmental and societal 
challenges that the world 
faces today. 

Your geography degree 
will give you a wide range 
of career opportunities; 
geographers have one 
of the highest rates of 
graduate employment of any 
university subject, entering 
all kinds of professions, 
from accountancy to          
weather forecasting. 

You will be taught by 
lecturers and professors 
who are world-leading 
researchers, generating the 
latest knowledge and new 
texts that are driving the 
subject forward. 

Our academic expertise 
spans climate change, 
data science, social theory 
and urban space, earth 
system science, migration 
and refugees, economic 
geography, environmental 
monitoring and modelling, 
extreme weather, 
geographical information 
systems and GIScience, 
geology, geopolitics, 
glaciology, natural hazards, 
population geography, 
rural geography, satellite 
remote sensing, wildfires, 
and world cities. This might 
seem like a long list but it’s 
far from exhaustive; there’s 
much more expertise here in 
Swansea for you to draw on 
and learn from.

Professor Siwan Davies
Head of The Department  

of Geography
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Recent achievements that you may have seen in the 
media include Professor Adrian Luckman’s tracking 
of the ‘monster iceberg’ that broke off the Antarctic’s 
Larsen C ice shelf, which was a quarter of the size of 
Wales; Professor Stefan Doerr’s monitoring of the effect 
of severe wildfires on Sydney’s main drinking water 
supply catchment area; and my own climate-change 
television series for S4C, Her yr Hinsawdd, where I 
met communities in California, Costa Rica, Greenland, 
Norway, the Maldives, and Uganda affected by climate 
change, and in particular the ice caps melting. 

I wish you well in your future endeavours and look 
forward to welcoming you to Swansea University’s 
Geography Department soon.

HER YR 
HINSAWDD

Watch
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Watch our videos! 

Hear what our students have to 
say about why they love studying 
Geography at Swansea. 

Geography students go on to 
great careers. Watch alumni Bryn 
Kewley talk about his advisory 
role in politics. 

Our students love being 
based near Gower, an area of 
outstanding natural beauty near 
our Singleton Park Campus. 

Find out whał Łhey geł up to... 
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New  
GEOGRAPHY CURRICULUM

NEW FIRST YEAR 
MODULES 

One of our new compulsory 
first year modules is Habitable 
Worlds. You’ll look at 
sustainability from both human 
and physical perspectives, and 
you’ll be assessed via a report 
on one of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goals. You can research 
climate action, good health and 
well-being, sustainable cities 
and communities or any other 
of the 17 goals. 

Another new core module is 
called Dangerous Earth. In 
this module you’ll learn about 
earthquakes, volcanoes and the 
social and economic impact of 
disasters on communities. All of 
our students, whether they are 
interested in physical or human 
geography, study global issues 
in an effort to understand the 
problems our planet faces
and how they affect people
and places. 

NEW WAYS OF 
LEARNING

Every student learns in a 
different way and our teaching 
reflects that. You’ll attend 
seminars where you can 
debate with your course mates 
and learn from each other. 
Some modules will offer active 
learning – such as role-playing 
the response to an earthquake 
or volcanic eruption. 

SKILLS BASED

We will teach you new skills, 
such as visual methodologies 
where you will analyse photos 
that you have taken. You will 
learn geographical information 
science, where you will 
analyse light emission data 
from cities, map out social, 
demographic and economic 
differences between cities and 
look at how cities relate to the 
dark space around them. 

If you study geography at Swansea University, you’ll enjoy a new 
curriculum which has been refreshed this year to meet the demands of 
urgent global challenges. Recent action on climate change by young 
people underlines the importance of tackling the key issues our planet 
is faced with now. Our new curriculum will equip you with the skills 
and knowledge to address the biggest challenges facing the world. 

Black Saturday wildfires near 
Melbourne in 2009 causing 
173 deaths

Aquaculture in Asia and the  
alleviation of poverty through  
the control of disease

Post-fire debris flow is one of the most 
hazardous secondary disasters of 
forest fire
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Our Location
Many of our current students say that 
they chose to study geography at 
Swansea because of the location. 

The urban industrial heritage of 
Swansea, coupled with nearby 
locations such as the Gower Peninsula 
(the UK’s first Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty) provides a unique 
field work location for both human 
and physical geographers. 

Swansea is one 
of the closest 
Universities to 
the beach in 
the Northern 
Hemisphere.

Rhossili beach 
is ranked as 
one of the top 
10 beaches in 
the world.

““

“

One of the 
reasons that I 
chose Swansea 
was because 
of the great 
location.
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HUMAN AND HEALTH SCIENCES

LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY

GEOGRAPHY

ARTS AND HUMANITIES

MEDICINE

STUDENT ACCOMMODATION

SINGLETON PARK LIBRARY

MYUNI HUB

TALIESIN ARTS & EGYPT CENTRE

24HR BUS (Term Time)

FULTON HOUSE

BEACH



11

swansea.ac.uk/virtual-tour

check out our 
virtual tour 
around campus!

See for yourself
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Facilities  
ON SINGLETON  
CAMPUS 

We have specialist laboratory 
suites for: stable-isotope ratio 
analysis, tree ring analysis, 
extraction and identification 
of organic compounds, 
pollen extraction and 
analysis, rainfall simulation, 
tephra analysis, and soil and 
sediment characterisation. 

In addition, we have 
invested in a new £4.2m 
suite of science laboratories, 
including geology 
laboratories, a novel group 
teaching laboratory and 
an IT suite. The refurbished 
and significantly upgraded 
facilities allow for teaching of 
a higher level of transferable 
laboratory techniques  
and skills.

The Department is well-resourced to support research. There 
are two dedicated computer laboratories: providing general 
IT software and programmes dedicated to Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) and remote sensing.

Singleton Park Campus 
is set in mature parkland 
and botanical gardens, 
overlooking Swansea  
Bay beach. 

ENTERTAINMENT, 
LEISURE & SERVICES 
ON CAMPUS
• Sports Village 
• Library
• Clothing Store 
• Post Office
• Bank
• Taliesin Arts Centre
• Coffee shops
• Bar
• Supermarket 
• Travel Agent

HEALTH, SAFETY  
& WELLBEING
• Doctors 
• Dentist
• 24 Hour wardens
• Nursery
• International Student 

Advisory Service
• Mosque
• Chaplaincy
• Campuslife (disability,

welfare, wellbeing and 
money support services) 
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As a geography student here at Swansea, you 
may be eligible for funding help to support 
your study.

Excellence scholarships of £3000 will be 
awarded to students who achieve AAA at A-Level 
or equivalent. The scholarship is paid in equal 
installments over three years.

Merit scholarships of £2000 will be awarded 
to students who achieve AAB at A-Level or 
equivalent. The scholarship is paid in equal 
installments over three years.

Income-related bursaries are an additional offer 
of support for those UK students who come from 
low-income backgrounds.

The Coleg Cymraeg Main scholarship (Prif 
Ysgoloriaeth) is worth £1500 a year and is 
available to students who intend to study at 
least 66% of their degree through the medium 
of Welsh.

The Coleg Cymraeg Incentive scholarship 
(Ysgoloriaeth Cymhelliant) is worth £500 a 
year for students who intend to study at least 
33% of their degree course through the medium 
of Welsh.

The Academi Hywel Teifi Welsh-medium 
scholarships are awarded by Swansea University 
and are worth £300 each. They are available to 
students who choose to study 40 credits or more 
through the medium of Welsh. 

For further details on the Coleg Cymraeg 
scholarships, visit www.colegcymraeg.ac.uk/
en/study/financialsupport/mainscholarship

SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES

TALENTED ATHLETE SPONSORSHIP 
SCHEME (TASS)

This scholarship scheme aims to cover the 
enormous spectrum of talent which young 
people reveal in individual and team sports. 
We look for students who not only satisfy 
the normal academic requirements for 
admission but who have also demonstrated 
outstanding ability in sport. 

Find out about eligibility at
www.swansea.ac.uk/sport/high-
performance-sports-and-scholarships/
tass-and-scholarships

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP

Music scholarships are available to both 
singers and instrumentalists, and are 
designed to enable talented musicians 
to continue to develop their skill and 
musicianship in a supportive environment.

Find out more at 
www.swansea.ac.uk/music

Visit www.swansea.ac.uk/scholarships 
for the latest information and terms and 
conditions.

EU students may also be eligible for these 
scholarships, please check the website for 
the latest information.
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GEOGRAPHY 
TYPICAL FIELD COURSES

For students on this field course, observation, thought, reflection and discussion are perhaps 
the key elements to a successful experience. Reminders of the city’s turbulent 20th-century 
history include its Holocaust Memorial and the Berlin Wall’s graffitied remains. Students will 
explore and evaluate the diverse human geographies of Berlin, also known for its art scene 
and modern landmarks, and will discover something of its particular character.

Berlin

Austria
Based in the picturesque 
mountain village of Vent, 
close to where the famous 
iceman Otzi was discovered, 
students will be introduced to 
the dynamic nature of Alpine 
environments. You will learn 
about the glacial history 
of the Alps, the current  
effects of global warming, 
glacial processes and 
landforms, river hydrology 
and dating techniques.

The field trip is an excellent 
opportunity to get to know 
fellow students whilst hiking 
through the beautiful Niedertal 
Valley, or the Rofenkar and 
Rofental Glaciers.
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Explore the human and natural wonders of Vancouver 
and ‘beautiful British Columbia’ on this 14 day 
field course. Those interested in human geography 
can study the development of Vancouver’s built 
environment, ethnic diversity, tourism and film-making, 
while physical geographers can explore coastal 
rainforests, the Fraser River Delta and learn about 
avalanches. Students will then take a hike through 
breath-taking Squamish following the Gold Rush trail, 
and still have time to take in an (ice) hockey game, go 
skiing or bargain-hunting in the malls. All in all, a truly 
unforgettable experience.

Vancouver
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The Mallorca field course is a sunny, week long 
residential field trip concerned with identifying 
and defining geographical questions on the 
Balearic island of Mallorca, which serves as 
an example of a region with a Mediterranean 
climate. Only 2% of the Earth’s terrestrial 
climate is classified as Mediterranean-type 
and applying relevant geographical skills, 
knowledge and techniques in such a unique 
climate is a key theme of the course. 

The general aims are to observe, analyse and 
achieve an understanding of the varied physical 
geographical landscapes − from limestone 
mountains to sandy, sun-soaked beaches. 

Mallorca
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Travelling around on foot and by 
subway, and visiting sites including Wall 
Street, Times Square, Central Park, the 
Lower East Side and Williamsburg, you 
will encounter some of the best real-life 
examples of human geography theories 
and concepts, bringing what you’ve 
learned from lectures and textbooks 
to life. You will have the opportunity 
to examine themes ranging from 
architecture and power to gentrification, 
migration and ethnicity. It’s not all work 
though, as students manage to find the 
time to sample a wide range of food 
and drink, attend sporting events, and of 
course, do lots and lots of shopping!

New York
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Sikkim’s capital, Gangtok, is a stunning 
city built on a steep slope with spectacular 
views of Kangchendzonga, the world’s 3rd 
highest mountain. The city is surrounded 
by subtropical rainforest and rice terraces 
and is paradise for butterflies and orchids. 
Gangtok is renowned as a centre for the 
study of Buddhist philosophy and religion. 

Whilst in Sikkim, students will research 
monsoon phenomena, biogeography and 
biodiversity, eco-tourism and migration.

Alongside this, students also get the 
opportunity to meet academics from Sikkim 
University, Buddhist monks, local politicians 
and government ministers. 

This third year option, open to a limited 
number of students, provides a unique 
experience of working in interdisciplinary 
teams to explore the relationship between 
environments and society. 

It brings together students of Biology, Zoology 
and Human and Physical Geography.

the Indian 
Himalayas
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Explore the flora and fauna of the 
rainforests, mangroves, waterfalls 
and streams of the breathtaking Danum 
Valley, home of the orangutan and 
the hornbill.
 
The field centre where you will be based 
is situated within the largest and richest 
remaining area of lowland rainforest 
in SE Asia, with over 200 species of 
tree per hectare. The rainforest itself is 
130-million years old, and contains the 
rarest and most endangered species of 
Borneo wildlife.

Students will gain a unique insight 
into the impact of logging and land-
use change, forest management and 
conservation, forest ecology and 
microclimates. Projects will be based 
on themes including forest rehabilitation, 
soil erosion and hydrology.

Borneo  My second year field trip 
to Malaysian Borneo is the 
highlight of my degree so 
far. Just getting the chance 
to experience the culture, 
landscape and climate of 
Borneo helped to develop my 
academic abilities, and it put 
everything that we’ve been 
taught into context. Collecting 
data in an environment I had 
never experienced before 
and having the opportunity 
to contribute to big impact 
scientific studies, even in a 
small way, were the most 
exciting aspects of the field 
course. Trying to understand 
the impact of deforestation, 
land use change and climatic 
change on tropical rainforest 
had never felt so important, 
especially concerning the 
sustainable environmental 
policy we are implementing 
to protect our planet.  

Mitchell Brain
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Student Profile
SALLY WHITE
BSc GEOGRAPHY, RBS COMMERCIAL BANKING GRADUATE, 
NATWEST ENTREPRENEUR ACCELERATOR Sally White: Back right

 Geography has been an amazing course 
for me, because it enables you to have the 
flexibility to choose both human and physical 
modules, so you can learn about a broad 
number of subjects. Additionally the skills you 
gain, such as teamwork, analysis and time 
management are core to future job prospects.

I have been fortunate enough to participate 
in multiple field trips with my course, including 
trips to the Gower, New York and the 
interdisciplinary field course to Sikkim in the 
Indian Himalayas. 

The activities in Sikkim were extraordinary; one 
day we would be collecting water samples and 
invertebrate surveys at a hydroelectric dam, 
and the next day we would be meeting students 
from the Sikkim University. 

We were even lucky enough to be in Sikkim 
during Diwali, the Indian festival of light.

The town was full of beautiful lights and 
brightly dressed people dancing, which was 
followed by a hilarious trip to a karaoke bar 
with Sikkimese locals. Throughout the trip we 
became a really close group; it really was 
the trip of a lifetime and we all made 
friends for life.

Overall I will be truly gutted to leave Swansea, 
it has been the best 3 years of my life, and 
I couldn’t recommend it more to anyone 
considering applying.  



22

 I chose Swansea University because of its 
incredibly friendly and welcoming atmosphere 
that made me feel included from day one. The 
fantastic relationship between staff and students 
contributes massively to the unique community 
that exists within Swansea Uni. 

The best aspect of studying geography is that it 
is constantly evolving with the world around us 
and so I never feel stifled when engaging with 
lectures and coursework. With many of the staff 
always willing to lend a hand if I need help, 
I find myself being actively challenged and 
encouraged to pursue my passions, without it 
feeling like a chore. 

Once I’ve finished here, I hope to pursue a 
degree in teaching, and I believe that the skills 
I have obtained will be invaluable when it 
comes to this next stage of my life. Outside of 
my degree I’m involved with the University’s 
Musicians’ Society, but also actively engage in 
other recreational opportunities that Swansea 
has to offer. 

I recently travelled to Berlin as part of my 2nd 
year, this trip offered a unique experience to 
use the knowledge that I have gained first hand 
in the field as well as take in many historic 
and interesting sites within the city including the 
Brandenburg Gate and the East Side Gallery.  

ETHAN MILLS
BA GEOGRAPHY
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GEOGRAPHY COURSES

Our students really enjoy their time 
studying geography at Swansea. 
In fact, in the 2018 NSS scores 
(available on the Unistats 
website) we scored 97% overall 
satisfaction. See how we compare 
to other universities. 

(Source: Unistats, comparing BA Geography/Human Geography, 
accessed April 2019)

Swansea  97%
Southampton  93%
UWE Bristol  90%
Cardiff  85%
Plymouth  85%
Exeter  85%

L700 
BA GEOGRAPHY

F554 
BA GEOGRAPHY WITH 
A YEAR IN INDUSTRY

L720 
BA HUMAN 
GEOGRAPHY

L987 
BA HUMAN 
GEOGRAPHY WITH A  
YEAR IN INDUSTRY

L701 
BA GEOGRAPHY WITH 
A YEAR ABROAD

F800 
BSc GEOGRAPHY

F273 
BSc GEOGRAPHY 
WITH A YEAR IN 
INDUSTRY

F840 
BSc PHYSICAL 
GEOGRAPHY

F931 
BSc PHYSICAL 
GEOGRAPHY WITH 
A YEAR IN INDUSTRY

F8R9 
BSc GEOGRAPHY 
WITH A YEAR ABROAD

F830 
GEOGRAPHY AND 
GEOGRAPHICAL 
INFORMATION 
SCIENCE

FL87 
BSc GEOGRAPHY 
WITH INTEGRATED 
FOUNDATION YEAR

FF86 
BSc PHYSICAL EARTH 
SCIENCE

F769 
BSc PHYSICAL EARTH 
SCIENCE WITH A YEAR 
IN INDUSTRY

CONSISTENTLY 
HIGH STUDENT 
SATISFACTION 

SCORES
 

National Student Survey 
2018 for Human Geography 

97%
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This degree is suitable for students who have 
more of an interest in human geography. 
However, you will be able to study modules 
covering physical, human and practical 
aspects of geography.  

In Year 1, modules include Cities, Habitable 
Worlds (sustainability), Globalisation and 
Dangerous Earth.

In Year 2, modules include Geographical
Field Skills, Approaches to Human 
Geography, Understanding and Living with 
Natural Hazards, Soil Science, Political 
Geographies, The Earth from Space and 
Geographies of Language.

In Year 3, modules include Violent 
Geographies, Geographies of 
National Identity, Plate Tectonics 
and World Cities.

This degree is suitable for students who know 
that their interests lie in human geography.

In Year 1, modules will include Cities, 
Habitable Worlds (sustainability) and 
Globalisation.

In Year 2, modules include Geographical 
Fieldwork Skills and Regional Economic 
Development and Policy.

In Year 3, modules include Contemporary 
Rural Britain, Geographies of National 
Identity, and Capital and Labour in the 
21st Century.

BA  
GEOGRAPHY 

BA HUMAN  
GEOGRAPHY 

UCAS CODE: L700
3 YEARS FULL TIME

TYPICAL OFFER: AAB − BBB

UCAS CODE: L720
3 YEARS FULL TIME

TYPICAL OFFER: AAB − BBB
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This degree is suitable for students who have 
more of an interest in physical geography 
and science.

In Year 1, modules will include Dynamic
Earth Systems, Habitable Worlds 
(sustainability), Introducing Planet Earth
and Dangerous Earth.

In Year 2, modules include Data 
Analysis, Geographical Fieldwork Skills, 
Reconstructing Quaternary Environmental 
Change and Geological Record of          
Past Environments.

In Year 3, modules include Spatial 
Modelling and Monitoring of Plant Species 
Distribution, Plate Tectonics, Meteorology 
and Atmospheric Science and Humid
Tropical Environments.

This degree is suitable for students with 
a passion for computing, geography and 
maths and looks at the application of new 
technologies to geographical problems.

In Year 1, your modules include Dynamic 
Earth Systems, Habitable Worlds 
(sustainability), Introducing Planet Earth and 
Dangerous Earth.

In Year 2, modules include Monitoring 
Global Environmental Change, Geographical 
Fieldwork Skills and Glacial Environments.

In Year 3, modules include Environmental 
Modelling, Plate Tectonics and Global 
Geophysics and Climate of the Last
1000 Years.

BSc  
GEOGRAPHY 

BSc  
GEOGRAPHY 
AND GEO-
GRAPHICAL 
INFORMATION 
SCIENCE

UCAS CODE: F800
3 YEARS FULL TIME

TYPICAL OFFER: AAB − BBB

UCAS CODE: F830
3 YEARS FULL TIME

TYPICAL OFFER: AAB − BBB
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This degree is suitable for students who are 
particularly interested in physical geography.

In Year 1, modules will include Dynamic Earth 
Systems, Habitable Worlds (sustainability), 
Introducing Planet Earth and Dangerous Earth.

In Year 2, modules include Rivers; Introduction 
to Geographic Information Systems; 
Environmental Soil Science and Geographical 
Fieldwork Skills.

In Year 3, modules include Plate Tectonics 
and Global Geophysics, Meteorology and 
Atmospheric Science, Spatial Modelling and 
Monitoring of Plant Species Distribution and 
Climate of the Last 1000 Years.

This 4 year degree scheme is aimed at 
students who are returning to education 
or those who don’t have the necessary 
qualifications for direct entry onto one of 
our BA or BSc Schemes. Upon successful 
completion of the foundation year, students 
can choose one of our BA or BSc programmes.

In Year 0, your modules include An 
Introduction to Data Visualisation, Foundation 
Geography, Fundamental Skills for Natural 
Scientists and Dealing with Data.

In Year 1, modules may include Sustainability 
in a Fragile World, Global Shifts: Towards a 
New World Order, Colonial and Postcolonial 
Geographies and Geology.

In Year 2, modules include Geographical 
Fieldwork Skills, Rivers, and Earth History.

In Year 3, modules include Humanitarianism, 
Humid Tropical Environments and World Cities.

BSc PHYSICAL 
GEOGRAPHY 

BSc  
GEOGRAPHY 
WITH INTEGRATED 
FOUNDATION YEAR

UCAS CODE: F840
3 YEARS FULL TIME

TYPICAL OFFER: AAB − BBB

UCAS CODE: FL87
3 YEARS FULL TIME

TYPICAL OFFER: CCD
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This degree is suitable for students interested 
in physical geography and geology. Geology 
is the study of the earth; its composition, its 
internal and surface processes and its history. 
Practical classes and field work are important 
components of geology modules at Swansea, 
giving you valuable experience in identifying 
and interpreting minerals, rocks and fossils, 
and in interpreting geological maps and 
the landscape.

In Year 1, modules include Dynamic 
Earth Systems, Earth Science in the Field, 
Introducing Planet Earth and Dangerous Earth.

In Year 2, modules include Geological 
Records of Past Environments, Geographical 
Fieldwork Skills, Introducing Geographic 
Information Systems and Earth History.

In Year 3, modules include Environmental 
Modelling, Humid Tropical Environments, 
Meteorology and Atmospheric Science, and
Plate Tectonics and Global Geophysics.

BSc 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
GEOSCIENCE  

UCAS CODE: FF86
3 YEARS FULL TIME

TYPICAL OFFER: AAB − BBB
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F273 
BSc GEOGRAPHY WITH  
A YEAR IN INDUSTRY

F931 
BSc PHYSICAL 
GEOGRAPHY WITH 
A YEAR IN INDUSTRY

F769 
BSc PHYSICAL EARTH 
SCIENCE WITH A YEAR  
IN INDUSTRY

F554 
BA GEOGRAPHY WITH  
A YEAR IN INDUSTRY

L987 
BA HUMAN 
GEOGRAPHY WITH 
A YEAR IN INDUSTRY

ENTRY REQUIRMENTS:  
AAB − BBB

The Year in Industry gives you the 
opportunity to apply your skills in 
a work-based environment which 
in turn will greatly enhance your 
CV and employment prospects. 
The Department will provide 
ongoing support and guidance 
prior to your placement in Year 
2 through the pre-placement 
programme, and whilst you are 
on placement through regular 
contact points with staff.

The department works with a 
number of organisations who 
provide a range of placement 
opportunities. However securing 
a placement is the responsibility 
of the student. If you are unable 
to secure a placement by the 
end of the second year of 
your studies you will transfer 
onto the equivalent three year         
degree programme. 

YEAR IN INDUSTRY
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F8R9 
BSc GEOGRAPHY WITH 
A YEAR ABROAD

L701 
BA GEOGRAPHY WITH 
A YEAR ABROAD 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: AAB − BBB

Students on our Year Abroad schemes will get the opportunity 
to spend a year abroad at one of our partner institutions. This 
is a marvellous opportunity to experience a different culture 
and, depending on the destination, to develop valuable 
language skills. Find out more about studying abroad: 
www.swansea.ac.uk/international/opportunities

For further information about our courses and entry 
requirements, please visit our website: 
www.swansea.ac.uk/geography/undergraduate

YEAR ABROAD 
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Alumni Profile
BRYN KEWLEY 
BSc GEOGRAPHY, SENIOR ADVISOR TO THE SHADOW 
MINISTER FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE

 I’ve worked for two Labour 
Secretaries of State, focusing 
on energy and climate change 
and I currently advise Labour’s 
Energy and Climate Change 
Minister. My role entails a 
lot of discussion around our 
climate and energy policies, 
trying to shape the debate 
on key sustainability issues 
and giving indications to 
stakeholders about our thinking. 

I also had the chance to work 
on the Labour Manifesto: 
writing the original drafts of 
the climate change chapter, 
which was a real privilege.

On an average day, I wake 
up and start by checking the 
headlines to see if we need to 
respond to any major events 
in climate or energy. We often 
meet with stakeholders like 
energy companies or NGOs 
and I may have policy meetings 
throughout the day. I love my 
role for the variety of challenges 
it brings.

The degree I received from 
Swansea got me through the 
door to these roles, but it’s 

the love of the subject that I 
developed at Swansea that 
landed me the job at the 
interview. Nurturing a genuine 
interest in the subject is one of 
the things that makes Swansea 
so amazing, so much so, that 
when you go for interview your 
passion for the subject really 
comes across and makes it 
easier to land any job.

Swansea is an amazing 
university for a long list of 
reasons, the lecturers were 
great and very enthusiastic, 
some of them were advising the 
government on refugee policy, 
and one was even writing some 
of the IPCC reports which led to 
the Paris Agreement - they really 
knew their stuff! The field trips 
we went on were many and 
varied and always good fun. 

You’d usually end up stood 
in a bog in your wellies 
with other students taking 
peat samples, which is more 
fun than it sounds! I also 
had the opportunity to go 
to Vancouver, which was                 
absolutely amazing.  

@BrynKewley

 I loved Swansea for its 
warm positive vibe, the 
people there are lovely and 
I found it easy to fall into 
many great friendships. 
Just recently I went to a 
wedding between two of my 
course mates at Swansea 
with whom I meet up every 
year and go to the Gower, 
I’ve made friendships for 
life and it’s all thanks to       
Swansea University.  
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Alumni Profile
ROSIE SMITH 
BSc GEOGRAPHY, FIELD SUPERVISOR, 
NATURAL AREA CONSULTING MANAGEMENT SERVICES, PERTH

     I visited Perth on a working holiday and 
had a large variety of jobs including working 
on a camel farm. I was then fortunate enough 
to secure a job on Cocos Keeling Island 
working working in aquaculture on a clam 
farm. I helped maintain the raceways, breed 
the clams, and learnt a lot about aquaculture 
as well as getting practical experience on 
the farm.
 
I moved back to Perth and joined Natural 
Area Consulting Management Services 
as field crew at first, later becoming a 
supervisor. My role involved erosion 
control, revegetation, weed control and pest 
management, seed collection and propgation, 
and various methods of site maintenance 
throughout the year. 

I love the work I do and feel very lucky to 
have this job, and be in this country. I love 
being outside (especially in the hot Australian 
weather), exploring new sites all the time, 
plenty of 4-wheel driving, meeting the locals 
(and the local animals!), hiking through the 
bush, and learning so much about the flora 
and fauna. 
 
Advice to future students... don’t hold back! 
This degree can take you anywhere! Jump 
out of your comfort zone and take every 
opportunity that comes along. It’s a big 
world out there, but there’s so many 
possibilities and so much potential!  
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Alumni Profile
TOMAS  
HOWELLS
BSc GEOGRAPHY
MANAGEMENT 
DEVELOPMENT SCHEME 
INTERN, MENZIES 
AVIATION, LONDON 
HEATHROW

 It’s safe to say that 
studying at Swansea was 
one of the best decisions 
I’ve ever made. I established 
great relationships with 
many of the lecturers and 
the friendliness of the staff 
helped me settle and fully 
immerse myself into the 
curriculum, which made 
my experience here in 
Swansea very enjoyable. 
Swansea is also lucky to 
have a wide variety of 
social societies, such as the 
Geography Society. The 
society organises a range of 
activities, such as a trip to 
Amsterdam at the end of the 
1st semester, and an annual 
Geography Christmas Ball 
which is held at the Grape 
and Olive restaurant. The 
Christmas Ball is a great 
way to unwind after a busy 
semester. Lecturers also 
attend which allows for a 

great evening to socialise 
with staff and course mates 
over dinner.  

Whatever your passion, 
hobby or future aspirations, 
the geography staff here 
at Swansea offer endless 
opportunities, support and 
encouragement to help you 
get to where you want to be. 

The best thing about studying 
geography is how the 
subject is so broad and 
the skill sets you learn and 
develop over the 3 years 
can be applied across 
many different business 
sectors. Upon completing 
my degree, I now work for 
an aviation company called 
Menzies Aviation on a 

management development 
graduate scheme in London 
Heathrow. I am working 
closely with the fuels and 
business development 
team of the company. It 
goes to show that studying 
geography can present you 
with fantastic opportunities 
after completing your degree 
where you could work in any 
type of industry. The skills I 
acquired over my 3 years 
have definitely helped me 
develop as a person and it 
goes to show how studying 
geography here at Swansea 
University is such a fantastic 
opportunity that shouldn’t be 
passed up.   
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Alumni Profile
DERI MCDONAGH
BSc PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY, 
ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING OFFICER, 
NATURAL RESOURCES WALES

 I completed my 
undergraduate degree in 
Physical Geography at 
Swansea University (BSc, 
2.i) and chose to return to 
complete my MSc degree here 
in Environmental Dynamics 
and Climate Change (Merit). 
Since I thoroughly enjoyed my 
undergrad experience here, I 
knew I was making the right 
decision to return. 

From an academic 
perspective, I found the 
course well suited to me. I am 
naturally an outdoorsy-type 
person who enjoys hands on 
experience in the field, and 
have interests in a broad 
range of topics. Both my 
undergraduate and master’s 
degree offered exactly that, 
from regular field trips to 
geological sites to a week-long 
field trip to the beautiful island 
of Mallorca in the second 
year. In terms of lectures, you 
may learn about the history of 
glacial cycles one morning, 
and plant ecology in the 
afternoon, which gives you 
many opportunities to 

specialise in your particular 
interests. The lecturers, staff 
and laboratory assistants are 
friendly and passionate about 
their subjects and will gladly 
offer to assist you with any 
questions you may have. It is 
a really enjoyable experience 
to develop your own study for 
your dissertation, and have 
access to the minds of world-
class experts to guide you 
through the process. 

Swansea is a beautiful 
university, and is ideally 
placed next to the Gower 
(the UK’s first designated 
Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty). On my first Open 
Day, I decided I wanted to 
be here the minute I walked 
onto campus and saw the 
sea from the university green. 
The university has everything 
you need in once place, and 
an active student’s union 
is always interacting with 
students, including arranging 

stress relief events during 
exam time.

I am now an Environmental 
Monitoring Officer for 
Natural Resources Wales 
(the governing body for the 
environment in Wales), and 
I absolutely would not have 
been able to start this career 
without the skills I learned 
from both my BSc and  
MSc degrees. 

If I were to advise any  
student thinking of applying  
to Swansea, I would tell  
them that you would be 
joining a friendly, welcoming 
place that prides itself on 
research, and to make the 
most of your time here. As 
I chose to return here for 
postgraduate study and now 
work for NRW on campus, 
you could say that I can’t  
seem to let the place go. 
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     I’m now a junior 
researcher at the BBC’s 
Natural History Unit on the 
programmes Springwatch, 
Autumnwatch, Winterwatch, 
and when I’m not doing 
this I work on other TV 
programmes or at a wildlife 
rescue centre called Secret 
World. In my opinion I have 
the best job in the world! 
Working in live television is 
such a thrill and every day 
is always different. Being 
able to combine my love for 
animals and wildlife with 
this makes it even better.

When I’m asked what 
degree I did, my colleagues 
often laugh, believing I 
did a degree completely 
irrelevant to the industry I’m 
in now. However, I tend to 
disagree. There is so much 
about natural history that is 
relevant to geography, from 
the sweeping landforms 
and melting ice caps in 
Planet Earth 2 to the plastic 
pollution in Blue Planet 2.

On top of this there are 
so many transferable skills 
from my geography degree 
that I use in my day to day 
work. Working to tight 
deadlines is very important 
during live television, as 
well as working well in a 
team and, for my job in 
particular, the research skills 
I learnt from my degree 
are invaluable. On top of 
this, the skills gained from 
the field trips I took part in, 
both locally in Wales and 
internationally to Canada 
and the Indian Himalayas, 
have been tremendously 
helpful in preparing me for 
working ‘on location’, where 
days are spent outside in all 
weather conditions until late 
at night... just like a good 
geography field trip! 
After 3 years here in the 
Geography Department 
at Swansea University it’s 
safe to say that studying 
here was one of the best 
decisions I ever made. 

Alumni Profile
ALICE MATHIAS 
BSc GEOGRAPHY
JUNIOR RESEARCHER, NATURAL HISTORY UNIT, BBC
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Our Geography Department works alongside the University’s Careers and Employability 
Service to ensure that you develop and expand your employability skills. Not only will 
you learn how to write an effective CV, but you will be encouraged to undertake work 
experience, volunteering, internships and work placements.

CAREERS AND EMPLOYABILITY

Core employability skills and training 
are woven into all geography degree 
programmes and a bespoke work 
experience module offered in Year 
3 allows students to gain relevant 
experience as a professional geographer 
in a four week placement. All students 
also have the opportunity to complete the 
Swansea Employability Award as part 
of their studies and to participate in the 
University’s Languages for All programme, 
to add basic training in a European 
language to their geography degree.

Students can also join clubs and  
societies, plus the GradIntel programme 
which connects our talented graduates 
to employers.

Key Skills:

All our students develop a range of key 
skills, including personal organisation and 
communication, problem identification 
and evaluation, data collection, analysis 
and presentation, report production and 
presentation (written and oral), team-
work, and computer literacy.

Some of our graduate careers include:

• Catchment Scientist (Welsh Water)
• Ecologist (Natural England)
• Geographical Data Processor (Western 

Power Distribution)
• Lead Specialist (Reuters)
• Surveyor (St Modwen)
• Researcher (BBC Natural History Unit)
• Management Development (Menzies 

Aviation)
• Data Analyst (PHS Group)
• Housing Officer (Cardiff County Council)
• Meteorologist (Channel 4)
• Journalist (US Weekly)
• Senior Advisor, Labour Party
• Professor, College of Fisheries and 
Ocean Sciences, University of Alaska, 
Fairbanks

• Teacher, Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr
• Director of Research and Collaboration, 
Ruskin Mill Land Trust

• Specialist Environmental Analyst, 
Office for National Statistics
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Professor Siwan Davies: 
winner of the Phillip 
Leverhulme Prize in 
Geography, has co-
developed and presented a 
TV series Her yr Hinsawdd 
(The Climate Challenge) 
for S4C which has been                       
distributed internationally. 

Dr Amanda Rogers has been 
awarded the Learned Society 
of Wales’ Dillwyn Medal 
for outstanding early career 
research in the Creative Arts 
and Humanities.

Professor Stefan Doerr: 
Stefan was the youngest ever 
recipient of the European 
Geosciences Union Philippe 
Duchafour Medal. He has also 
been awarded a Leverhulme 
Research Fellowship to look 
at threats from wildfires.

Professor Tavi Murray is a 
world authority on glaciology 
and in 2007 was awarded the 
Polar Medal by Her Majesty 
the Queen, for her outstanding 
contribution to polar research.

STAFF RESEARCH
Our staff have a wealth of expertise and many are 
internationally renowned in their field. Here are some highlights:

8TH  
IN THE UK 
FOR RESEARCH IMPACT 

(REF, 2014)
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Professor Marcus Doel: 
His recent publication 
‘Geographies of Violence’ 
has been described as  
“a stunning work of 
apocalyptic beauty and 
catastrophic grace.”

Dr Jacqueline Rosette is a 
Royal Society University 
Research Fellow and an 
authority on forest remote 
sensing research. Jackie  
has spent time working at 
NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Centre where she 
worked on NASA’s Carbon 
Monitoring System initiative.

Professor Rory Walsh is a 
world-leading expert on  
the effects of logging and  
climate change on erosion 
and rainforest regeneration  
in Borneo.

Professor Adrian Luckman is 
an expert in glaciology and 
satellite observations. Adrian 
and his team spent years 
monitoring the Larsen C Ice 
Shelf rift in Antarctica which 
finally calved in July 2017 
forming a one trillion tonne 
iceberg the size of Delaware. 
The ice rift research is almost 
certainly the biggest media 

story to come out of Swansea 
University and has been 
covered over 6000 times by 
news outlets in 100 countries.

Professor Mary Gagen is a 
specialist in climate change 
research and also leads 
on the Swansea University 
Science for School (S4) 
outreach programme and 
is co-director of the Oriel 
Science exhibition centre.

Dr Sergei Shubin is a  
social scientist with  
interests in poverty,  
mobility and inequality.
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The Geography Department has adopted the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
and is proud to be actively contributing towards 
them through world-leading research. 

GOAL 6 
CLEAN 
WATER AND 
SANITATION 
Fire and Water: Predicting and 
mitigating water pollution risk
from wildfire ash.

Fires burn up to 4% of the global 
vegetated land surface every year, 
including forested catchments that 
provide 60% of the water for the 
world’s 100 largest cities. The ash 
deposited on the ground by fires is 
rich in potential pollutants and highly 
susceptible to transportation by water. 
Ash, therefore, represents a serious 
threat to water ecosystems with already 
known effects on water quality and 
critical impacts on the population 
and the environment (i.e. fresh water 
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restrictions, eutrophication, 
algal blooms, etc). The cost 
of restoring water ecosystem 
services can be quite 
substantial, with $32m spent 
in Denver in 1996 & 2002, 
$38m in Canberra in 2003, 
£3m in Belfast in 2011 and 
$1m in Fort MacMurray in 
2016. However, no models 
currently exist that enable 
prediction of ash transport 
and support design of 
strategies to mitigate water 
contamination risk after fire.

This project, led by Swansea 
University, brings together 
an international team of 
leading scientists and 
end users (Welsh Water, 

South Wales Fire & Rescue 
Service, Brecon Beacons 
National Park and Natural 
Resources Wales) to address 
this critical knowledge and 
tools gap. Our goal is to 
develop an end user tool 
to predict the ash delivery 
and contamination risk to 
water bodies after wildfires 
and support land managers 
in the design of effective 
mitigation strategies to 
protect water quality, 
drinking water supply, and 
water-related ecosystems. 

Our fieldwork in the Indian 
Himalays contributes to 
Goal 2 – Zero Hunger, 
Goal 7 – Affordable and 

Clean Energy, Goal 11, 
Sustainable Cities and 
Communities and Goal 17 – 
Partnerships for the Goals. 
Sikkim is a unique location 
for fieldwork – renowned 
for its breathtaking 
Himalayan environment, 
rich biodiversity and strong 
commitment to environmental 
values. On the field course, 
students work individually 
and in groups to complete 
interdisciplinary research 
projects on five themes: 
urbanisation, hydroelectricity, 
agriculture, ecotourism and           
natural hazards. 



42

Several of our students here at Swansea 
recently took part in voluntary ambassador 
training with the Royal Geographical 
Society (RGS). 

The programme trains students to be 
ambassadors to visit and help geography 
departments in schools local to their 
university or home town. During the training 
session the students learned how to lead 
fun and interactive classroom sessions. 

They will now be able to help geography 
teachers with various topics at all levels 
(year 7 through to 6th form) and help 
encourage school students to study 
geography at 
GCSE, A-Level 
and degree level, 
and to promote 
geography as a 
career. The role of 
RGS ambassador 
will be a great 
addition to 
their CVs when        
they graduate.

Volunteering

It was a great 
experience all in all 
and I’m excited to put 
the skills to the test 
when I get the chance.

Ethan Mills, 
BA Geography student
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Our geography staff actively encourage all first year 
students to get to know each other. During the first 
few weeks of study, all students take part in local field 
excursions to Porth yr Ogof caves, Three Cliffs Bay and 
the Swansea area and work in groups to produce a leaflet 
about the trip.

You’ll also visit the Dale Fort Field Centre (see page 26). 

You can join the student-run GeogSoc, which organises 
many events where you can socialise and learn more about 
geography. Recent events have included a bake-off, alumni 
talks and pub quizzes, as well as a Christmas ball. The 
Society also oranised a de-stressing session before exams 
with puppies being brought onto campus.

www.facebook.com/SwanseaUniGeogSoc

MAKING FRIENDS
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 I’ve been on many different 
field trips during my three years 
study. All the field trips were 
great fun and I’ve gained a lot 
of knowledge and experience. 
The most important thing is that 
it improved my relationships 
with my classmates.  

Andy Yipp, 
BSc Geography

     The department is such a friendly 
and supportive place which helped 
me explore my interests in hands-on 
activities. These included lab work, 
such as simulating rain on a slope, 
and field trips. It was during these that 
I made some of my best friends during 
my degree. The department and 
student-led society (GeogSoc) foster a 
great sense of community.  

Ben Walkling, 
BSc Geography

 I was made welcome thanks to the 
ever-present support for the students. 
I have always found help where I’ve 
had difficulties with my course and 
especially with the language.  

Elisa Casentini, 
BA Human Geography
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Our degree schemes in 
Geography are eligible 
for the Ysgoloriaeth 
Cymhelliant scholarships, 
as we offer 40 credits or 
more through Welsh at all 
levels. Our BSc and BA 
geography schemes, with 
80 credits available at all 
levels, are also normally 
eligible for the Prif 
Ysgoloriaeth scholarship.  
We also welcome students 
who may wish to study 
just one or two specific 
modules through the 
medium of Welsh.
 

The ability to communicate 
in Welsh is a skill that is 
valued in several sectors 
of employment that recruit 
geographers, including 
environmental agencies 
and organisations, spatial 
and economic planning 
authorities and the private 
sector, in addition to the 
field of education. Lecture 
modules taught in Welsh 
include introductions to 
global environmental 
issues from both human 
and physical perspectives, 
as well as more advanced 

modules on natural 
hazards and on political 
geographies. There is also 
a strong emphasis on skills 
training and independent 
research. Being taught 
through the medium 
of Welsh will enhance 
your degree and career 
prospects in geography 
and related fields.

WELSH LANGUAGE  
OPTIONS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
We have been offering teaching through the medium of Welsh for several years 
and we have dedicated Welsh-medium staff as well as several other staff who are 
Welsh speakers.  
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If you are an International (non-EU) student studying 
a Science Foundation Year, your degree will begin at 
The College. 

The College offers academic pathways at 
Swansea University that lead to undergraduate 
and postgraduate degrees. The College provides 
teaching in smaller groups, with a personalised and 
supportive educational philosophy. When you study 
at The College, you are a full student of the University 
from the start of your course.

All courses are available with a choice of start dates 
and durations, depending on your qualifications and 
English language proficiency. 

The College has an all new purpose-built building 
located on the beachfront Bay Campus. There is a 
new 411-bed student residence just for the students 
of The College, also located on the Bay Campus.

Find out more: www.swansea.ac.uk/the-college

INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS
& foundation   
years
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It’s really important that you make the right choice of university and 
course, and you can always contact us if you’re worried things might 
not go according to plan. 

After you’ve applied, you’ll be invited to attend a Swansea University 
Open Day. You’ll have the opportunity to speak with staff and students 
who can answer any questions you may have. Also, visiting us is a 
great way to get a taste of life here at Swansea University and get the 
chance to chat one-on-one with academic staff to discuss your offer or 
ask questions about the course itself. 

We can be flexible with offers, so please get in touch to tell 
us about your personal circumstances.  

VISITING  
SWANSEA UNIVERSITY 
and your offer

BOOK NOW
www.swansea.ac.uk/
open-days

Come see us!

Contact us if all doesn’t 
go to plan and we will 
do our best to help. 

NOT GOT 
THE GRADES?
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 Key Dates 
FOR YOUR APPLICATION

SEPTEMBER

JAN − JUNE

OCT/NOV

MAR − JUN

JAN 15TH

SEPTEMBER

Arrivals and 
welcome week! 

Apply for finance 
and accommodation

More opportunities 
to visit the 

University and have 
one-to-one chats 
with our lecturers

UCAS applications 
open

Attend a 
Swansea University 

Open Day

UCAS application 
deadline 

(although we will still 
accept applications 

after this date)
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 10 Things  
YOU MUST DO

Eat Joe’s Ice Cream

Paddle in Swansea Bay

Visit the National 
Waterfront Museum −  
one of many museums  
and galleries in the city

Surf down the Gower

Grab fish & chips at 
Mumbles Pier

Walk around our marina

Socialise with friends  
on Wind Street

Eat Welsh cakes at 
Swansea Market

Watch football, or the 
nation’s favourite, rugby  
at the Liberty Stadium

Take in a show at the 
Grand Theatre

1
2
3

4
5
6
7
8
9

10

It’s a beautiful location and a buzzing city; warm and friendly, 
it’s compact, yet offers it all.

Swansea is as rich an environment for living as it is for 
learning. From its breath-taking sweep of award-winning 
beaches and coves to its dazzling nightlife, eclectic dining 
and unique shopping experiences, it’s 378km2 of everything 
you need to make your student experience amazing.

you’re by the sea

WHEREVER YOU 
GO IN SWANSEA... 

SWANSEA HAS AN  
ESTIMATED POPULATION OF

5TH CHEAPEST UK CITY 
FOR STUDENTS 

£398.03 
average monthly expenditure 

(Natwest student living index 2017)

244,500

HOME OF THE GOWER 
THE UK’S FIRST AREA 
OF OUTSTANDING 
NATURAL BEAUTY

SINGLETON 
PARK CAMPUS

GOWER

MUMBLES

CITY CENTRE

LIBERTY STADIUM

BAY CAMPUS

3RD MOST 
AFFORDABLE 

UK TOWN 
(TotallyMoney.com 2018) 
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1 HOUR 
FROM CARDIFF

2 HOURS 
FROM BRISTOL

3 HOURS
FROM LONDON

3 HOURS 
FROM B IRMINGHAM

LONDONBRISTOL

CAMBRIDGE

MANCHESTER

BELFAST

DUBLIN

LEEDS

EDINBURGH

NEWCASTLE

BIRMINGHAM

CARDIFF

EXETER
PORTSMOUTH

SWANSEA

STUDY AT

Swansea
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Adjustment: If your grades 
are better than expected and 
you exceed the conditions 
of your conditional offer, 
you can ‘adjust’ to an 
alternative place. 

Change course offer:  
This can be offered by your 
university/college if you don’t 
meet the entry requirements 
of your original choice. 

Choice: This is also known 
as the course you apply for. 
UCAS allows you to initially 
apply for up to 5 courses.  

Clearing: Clearing gives 
students the chance to look 
for a place on a course after 
30 June, at any university/
college if you haven’t already 
had an offer of a place.

Conditional Offer: 
Congratulations, we have 
made you a conditional offer. 
This means that you have an 
offer of a place subject to 
meeting the conditions, which 
usually means achieving 
specific grades or tariff points 
in your exams. 

Unconditional Offer: 
Congratulations, you have 
an unconditional offer. This 
means that you have a place 
with us! 

Confirmation: The decision 
made by university or a 
college once examination 
results are received to accept 
or reject the application.

Deferral: This applies to 
students who want to start at 
a later date. UCAS will allow 
up to two deferrals before 
you have to re-apply. 

Entry Requirements: These 
are the grades that we 
recommend students get 
to join our courses. Each 
course will have its own 
requirements. These can all 
be found on our website. 

Firm Choice: This is your first 
choice university, so make 
sure you keep this spot for 
Swansea University!

Insurance Choice: This is your 
second choice university. 

Track: This is the UCAS online 
tracking system where you 
can see the progress of
your application. 

JARGON 
    buster

When you apply to University you will come 
across terms and jargon you may not have 
come across before. We have attempted to 
take some of the worry away by producing a 
‘Jargon Buster’ covering the most frequently 
used terms. 
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UCAS: This stands for the 
Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service. 
All UK applications go          
through UCAS. 

Undergraduate: This applies 
to all first level degrees.  

Undergrad: When you 
start university, you may be 
referred to as an Undergrad 
while you are studying an 
Undergraduate Degree. 

BSc: An Undergraduate 
Academic degree known 
as a Bachelor of Science. 
When you graduate you 
will be awarded a BSc in           
your subject. 

BA: This stands for a Bachelor 
of Arts. When you graduate 
you will be awarded a BA in 
your subject.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION –  
PLEASE READ 

The following message contains 
some very important information. 
Please read it before you use      
this brochure.

This brochure was printed in 
the Spring of 2019. It contains 
information on the undergraduate 
programmes and modules 
in Geography that Swansea 
University intends to run for students 
who are planning to start university 
in the Autumn of 2020.

We have made every reasonable 
effort to ensure that the 
information provided is both 
helpful and accurate as at the 
date of publication. However, 
some changes, for example to 
programmes, study location, 
placement opportunity, facilities or 
fees may become necessary due 
to legitimate staffing, financial, 
regulatory and academic reasons.

We will endeavour at all times  
to keep any changes to a
minimum and to keep prospective 
students informed appropriately. 
Any changes to the information 
contained in this brochure will  
be updated quarterly at:  
www.swansea.ac.uk/
undergraduate-programme-
changes and on the online course 
pages at: www.swansea.ac.uk/
geography/undergraduate
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For UK admissions information please email: 
admissions@swansea.ac.uk

For international admissions information please email: 
international.admissions@swansea.ac.uk

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
Singleton Campus, 
Swansea University, 
SA2 8PP Wales, UK 

Telephone: +44 (0)1792 295111 
Email: study@swansea.ac.uk
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