
 

 

CYTREC Secondment Scheme 2021 
 

Call for Applications 
 
The Cyber Threats Research Centre (CYTREC) at Swansea University would like to invite applications 
for participants in its 2021 secondment scheme. Supported by the United Nations Counter-Terrorism 
Executive Directorate (UN CTED) and Tech Against Terrorism, the secondment scheme will bring 
together a multi-stakeholder team to work on a project examining terrorist exploitation of the internet 
and how to respond in a human rights compliant manner. 
 
Background 
 
CYTREC was founded at Swansea University in 2017 as a multi-disciplinary centre dedicated to 
assessing and responding to threats in cyberspace, including terrorism and violent extremism. It has 
subsequently partnered with a range of national and international stakeholders and is a member of 
UN CTED’s Global Research Network.  
 
Tech Against Terrorism is an initiative launched and supported by UN CTED that works with the global 
tech industry to tackle terrorist use of the internet whilst respecting human rights. 
 
Project objectives 
 
The project will utilise Tech Against Terrorism’s Terrorist Content Analytics Platform (TCAP). Funded 
by the Government of Canada, TCAP will be the first free unified platform for online terrorist material. 
It will support tech companies to expeditiously address terrorist use of their platforms through an 
alert function, allow vetted researchers to access the platform, and help to develop third-party 
automated solutions to counter terrorist use of the internet by making training data available for 
developers. 
 
The project’s multi-stakeholder team of practitioners, policymakers and researchers will conduct 
quantitative and qualitative analysis of a TCAP-derived dataset, allowing them to: 

• Produce recommendations for the further development of TCAP to support enhanced 
academic analysis (including through the use of AI tools and techniques); 

• Consider how to maximise the usefulness of TCAP to practitioners, such as Internet Referral 
Units, including in crisis situations; 

• Develop a strategic, policy-level analysis of responses to terrorist use of the internet from 
national governments, international or regional organisations, the private sector and/or civil 
society organisation. 

 
The project team will publish a report outlining its key findings and recommendations. It will also 
present its work at the 2021 Hedayah Conference (TBC). 
 
  



 

 

Logistics and how to apply 
 
The project team will consist of representatives from CYTREC, UN CTED, Tech Against Terrorism, Public 
Safety Canada, Hedayah and Europol,1 plus two further team members (from any sector). These two 
team members will be selected through a competitive application process. To apply, please send: (1) 
a copy of your CV; and, (2) a supporting letter (up to one side of A4) outlining your motivation for 
participating and your relevant knowledge, experience and skills to cytrec@swansea.ac.uk no later 
than Monday 22nd March 2021.  
 
Up to £5,500 will be available to cover the travel, accommodation and subsistence costs of each 
successful applicant. Key dates are as follows: 

• w/b 30 August: team members arrive in Swansea 

• 6 September: project commencement date 

• 1 October: project completion date 
 
If you have questions or queries, please send these to cytrec@swansea.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Europol’s participation in this project does not constitute either an endorsement or a sponsorship of the 
other participating partners. 
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