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1. Introduction
AECOM have been appointed by Swansea University to prepare a statement regarding the
drainage and flood risk associated with the development of the new CISM building within Swansea
University Bay Campus, Swansea.
This document has been prepared to accompany the Pre-application planning submission for the
CISM development site, with the aim of reviewing the approved Flood Consequences Assessment
and assessing the risk and consequences of flooding at the site following completion of mitigation
measures adopted from the outline planning approval.

2. Site Description and Development Proposal
The site is located within the Swansea University Bay Campus, at an approximate National Grid
Reference of SS702928.
The proposed CISM building will be located at the eastern end of the campus adjacent to the
Energy Safety Research Institute (ESRI) and Institute of Structural Materials (ISM). The facility will
include laboratories, testing facilities and plant rooms.

3.

Background Information

A Flood Consequence Assessment (FCA) was prepared in 2009 by URS Corporation Limited for
this site as part of the Environmental Statement for the Outline Planning Application for “The Bay
Science and Innovation Campus, Swansea University” project.
This document assessed the pre-existing potential of flooding at the site from different sources, and
established mitigation measures in response to the identified risks. Key considerations and
recommendations from the 2009 FCA are summarised below.
The “Technical Advice Note (TAN)15: Development and Flood Risk” planning policy includes
“Development Advice Maps”, which identify three flood risk zones associated with different levels of
flood risk. The FCA identified the site as lying in Zone C2 based on the Welsh Assembly
Government “Development Advice Map”, which defines Zone C2 as “areas of the floodplain without
significant flood defence infrastructure” and it indicates that only low vulnerability developments
should be considered in this Zone or developments that meet requirements defined within the
technical advice note. The CISM site was previously assessed as being appropriate for the
proposed new development at the site.
The following main existing mechanisms of flooding at the site were assessed within the 2009 FCA,
including mitigation measures to protect the site up to 1:200yrs event with allowance for climate
change:
·

Tidal flooding: The site was considered at risk of tidal flooding due to its coastal location in
an area with limited significant flood defences. The FCA presented flood depths up to 1 in
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1000 years tidal events. Although the site was classified as Zone C, based on further
assessments undertaken within the FCA, the latter concluded that parts of the site were at
low risk of tidal flooding.
The FCA indicated raising of ground levels as a mitigation measure against tidal flooding at
the site. Finished surface level were suggested to be raised to “a minimum of 7.0mAOD”,
with a finished floor level for buildings “above 7.4mAOD and up to 7.6mAOD” and the
internal roads to “at least 7.4mAOD”. Additional protection was indicated to account for
potential wave overtopping above increased levels, with the rock revetment along the
Severn Estuary to be extended “up to minimum level of 8.4mAOD”. Entrance to basements
was indicated to be “at least 7.4mAOD”. Registration with the local Environment Agency
Wales (EAW) flood warning system and flood emergency plans were advised at the site.
·

Groundwater flooding: A shallow water table was identified at the site, with levels varying
with fluctuating tides. The risk of groundwater flooding was identified as likely for any
subsurface elements (i.e. basements). However, the FCA indicates that flooding from
groundwater was considered to be “unlikely” to produce any significant flooding on the
surface of the site “assuming finished surface levels are at, or above, current elevations”.
Increment of ground levels and basements to meet British Standard 8102 guidance were
indicated to minimise risk of flooding from groundwater.

·

Overland Flow and Sewer Related Flooding: The 2009 FCA identifies the risk of localised
flooding in low lying areas in the event of prolonged or intense rainfall event periods. This
circumstance was also linked to the shallow water table level at the site. No formal drainage
system was identified at the site within the 2009 FCA, with drainage assets within or nearby
the site including: a culvert to the south-west of the site, a combined sewer overflow pipe
within the site to the west, a drain running across the site.
The risk of flooding from overland flows and sewers were assessed as “low” and no
mitigation measures were indicated.
Exceedance flow were indicated to be considered within the drainage design, as per CIRIA
C635 guidance.

·

Flood risk at the site was deemed to increase as an effect of climate change, resulting in
more frequent floods and increased flood depths.

Surface water runoff from the site will discharge to the sea, with negligible risk to other areas.
Permeable paving, french drains and perforated distribution pipes were indicated to minimise the
risk of beach erosion due to uncontrolled discharge.

4. Proposed Surface Water Drainage Strategy
A surface drainage design proposal was developed for the Stage 3 of the project in accordance with
the approved drainage strategy (Drawing Ref. No. 60605215-ACM-XX-DR-CE-0001). Following the
implementation of Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010, further assessment of
the strategy will be required which may have an impact on the strategy.
The proposed approach for the surface water drainage at the site includes a piped drainage network
for the surface run-off flow generated by the development. The surface water runoff from the
development will be discharged to the existing surface water sewer west of the CISM building.
Due to the limited space available within the plot area, the site offers limited opportunities to provide
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) features as part of the proposed surface water
drainage network. Infiltration techniques are not considered appropriate due to the limited available

Technical Note
space whilst maintaining suitable offset distances from proposed and existing buildings and
structures at the site.
Rainwater pipes are proposed to collect runoff from the CISM building’s roof, before discharging the
flow to the proposed below ground drainage network.
Linear channels will be located at entrances or access points to the building.
The design of the proposed surface water drainage network was undertaken assuming a finished
floor level of 8.0mAOD (as indicated on Drawing Ref. No. SU-INF-00-CE-BH-DR-G77-023 Rev K).

5. Proposed Foul Water Drainage Strategy
The drainage design proposal developed for the Stage 3 Planning Application included a separate
drainage system.
The proposed foul water drainage scheme indicates below ground building drainage to discharge to
the existing foul water sewer running to the west of the CISM building, with the final discharge point
at the north-western corner of the building.
Allowance for foul gullies has been made to account for any spillage from proposed plant rooms.
A demarcation chamber is included the in proposed drainage layout, to be located to the north-west
of the building immediately before the final connection point to the existing sewer.

6. Site Development and Flood Risk
The proposed CISM building is located within the wider Swansea University Bay Campus university
development site area.
As part of the works undertaken to deliver the overall university campus development, ground levels
in the area were generally increased over the last years. Site levels for the building adjacent the site
are recorded to be 7.80mAOD (Drawing no. 50200497_500 Rev. C8, WSP, November 2013).
The drainage design developed as part of the Stage 3 Planning Application assumed the finished
floor level of the building to be 8.00mAOD. This value is in line and greater than the recommended
value indicated in the 2009 FCA document.
Flood defence interventions were implemented on the coastline, south of the site, with increased
levels of the existing rock revetment. This intervention has provided flood protection for the area and
it is in accordance with the 20019 FCA mitigation measures.

7. Conclusions
This Drainage and Flood Statement has been prepared to accompany the Pre-application
submission for the proposed CISM building within the Swansea University Bay Campus, Swansea.
A Flood Consequence Assessment (FCA) was prepared in 2009 by URS Corporation Limited for
this site. The 2009 FCA assessed the risk of flooding at the site, with suggestions for mitigation
measures to be implemented at the site.
The CISM building is part of the wider development scheme for the Swansea University Bay
Campus. As part of this development, the area where the site is located has been subject to
significant development over the last years. Development actions for the area included increased
ground levels and raised flood defences along the coastline, south of the site.
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These interventions, along with suitable levels considered within the drainage design at the site,
ensure acceptable protection from flooding for the proposal to be delivered.
The site was previously designated as Zone C2 in 2009 according to the Welsh Assembly
Government “Development Advice Map” at the time. As such, it should only be suitable for less
vulnerable development. The 2009 FCA states that the site meets TAN15 requirements and it can
be considered appropriate to deliver the proposed development.
A drainage design scheme was proposed within the of the Stage 3 Planning Application for the
CISM building. The proposal included separate drainage systems.
Both the proposed surface and foul water drainage network included below ground drainage
network, with final discharge point to the existing surface water sewers to the west of the CISM
building.

