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P.9 & 10

[image: image4.png]tigers that he. My attention was further drawn to them by the repeated appearance
in rent suits and criminal cases relating to land, of a Hinda money lender and land
grabber, whose head was swathed in muslin bandages so that cnly his eyes and
motth were visible. Some years hefore, he had harried a Santal village beycnd
endurance, and they had cut him up with their little carved axes, and left him for
dead. Money lenders, however, are proverbially tenacious of life, and he made 4
wonderful recovery; but he was so disfigured that he could never show his face
again. The land dispute which had led to this and many other acts of violence,




[image: image5.png]turned cut to he one of immemorial antiquity, which Colonel Dalten had tried in
vain to settle some twenty years hefore my time, It affecied fifty-two Santal
villages, and its main difficulty consisted in the fact that there was no unit of
superficial measurement. The idea of an acre was unknown, and rens was assessed
by the mari, or the amount of land that was supposed to he capable of taking some
fifty pounds of seed. This was judged by the eye, when or by whom nobody knew,
and each muri consisted of a number of plots scattered all aver the parish, and
varying year by year as the occupier took in a fresh pisce or allowed a strip to fall
out of cultivation. Eventually, by cautious diplomacy, I induced the Santals to
let me measure their land, and assess renis by area and quality. The economic
chaos and agrarian strife that had prevailed for generations was ended by a formal
agreement between them and their landlord, which I believe still holds good.
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[image: image6.png]My digression has been a lengthy one, but it may serve the useful purpose of
illustrating the wide range ot the inguiry that had to be undertaker. The
population to ke dealt with numhered over seventy millions, and comprised at one
end animistic races, like the Sautals, with no writings of any kind, no organised
priesthood, and no traditions of the smallest histarical value: at the other end
were the higher castes of Hindus, with all the treasures of Sanskrit literature
behind them, and an elahorate system aw and eustom, based upon that
literature, rogulating every incident of their daily life. In these oircumstances, it
was obviously impossitle to follow in the faotsteps of earlier workers in the same
field and rely mainiy upon personal inquiry and observation. That, of course,
is the more excellent way, but their experience had shown that it must fail fo
cover the ground within any reasonable time. Buchanan’s inquiries lasted for seven
years, and extended only to seven districts of Bengal. Colonel Dalton’s Desers;

Bthuolagy, based mainly upon his persona) observations during many years of
district work, was confined, for the most part, to the tribes of Assam and Chutia
Nagpur, and did not touch the vast population of the plains. Dr. Wise worked
for ten years on the people of Eastern Bengal, bub his researches were limited to
the distriet of Dacca, and his modesty deterred him from publishing the results
himself. It was accordingly decided to organise the inquiry on lines which should
render it possible to enlist the assistance of persons who were interested in the
suhject, and were in a position to collect trustworthy information. Through the




