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[image: image3.png]the gratification of scientific cariosity. The usages, moreover,
by which science sets most store are generally those which lie
ratherbelow the surface of Oriental life,and donot force themselves
on the notice of Burapean or native officials. In illustration of
this diffculty, we may point to the phenomena of totemism, the
wide prevslance of which in Bengal was only imperfectly realised
by Colonel Dalton, while it entirely escaped the notice of earl
ohservers, Facts of this order can only be elicited hy inquiries
embracing a far wider area than is covered by any particular
series of land revenue operations, and conducted on a system
devised s0 as to give full play to the comparative method of
research, They cannot be picked up du wapéoyou in the course
of ordinary official husiness.

For these reasons the ethnographical data to be found in
Indian official reporis are, as a rule, neither full enough nor
precise enough to appeal very strongly to European ethnologists.
Such reports, moreaver, are not readily accessible to students;
their titles give a very slight clue to the nature of their con-
tents; and any information regarding custom which they contain.
is generolly buried under a mass of highly technical and
uninteresting matter. Clearly it is not to be expected that
writers on general ethnology should toil through this mountain
of chaff in the hope of picking out the scattered grains of know-
ledge which it might contain. Even were the Iahour accom-
plished, it might fairly he doubted whether anyone lacking Indian
experience would find himself much the wiser at the end.
More probably he would be filled with the regret that he had
wandered to no purpose in a wilderness of uncouth names,
Indian official reporcs are addressed to 2 small circle of exper
who have gradua]ly and insensibly acquired the elementary know-
ledge of the peaple and the country which forms the key to the
sezled volumes of this peculiar form of literaturs. This know-
ledge can only be acquired in India, and has, for the most part,
never heen reduced to writing aft all. The resuls is that writers
on ethnalogy, when compelled to treat of Indian subjects, are
thrown back on mere literary accounts which give an ideal and
misleading picture of caste and its social surroundings. They
show us, not things as they are, but things as they ought to be,
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[image: image4.png]Italian anthropologist. The hypothesis of the north-eastern
origin of the so-called Kolarians urged by Colonel Dalton and
recently advacated by Mr. J. F. Hewitt, must alco be abandoned
as inconsistent with the dolichocephalic skull of the typical
vepresentatives of the group, Whatever the Kolhs may be,
they certainly are not a Mongoloid race.




