Conference Services Presentation to the School of Medicine – February 2010
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conferences and events have run successfully on campus for well over 40 years and we in Conference Services have one of the most experienced if not the most experienced teams in the university sector.  We can put together conference packages that will more than satisfy event organisers and their delegates.
These are the toughest times economically with the biggest cutbacks in expenditure on conferences I have experienced in my close on 40 years involvement in the event industry.  
We ask you to consider Swansea when a possible event is mooted or the call is made by a Society of which you are a member to host its annual conference.  I expect the majority of you are members of institutes and societies and would gain a deal of kudos if were to be closely associated with a successful event.  Conference Services can ease the load of hosting a meeting with its Event Experts package http://www.swan.ac.uk/conferences/eventexperts/
We also ask you to consider making the campus your first choice of venue for prospective events.  In such testing times in helps us all if events are kept in house, with the University benefitting from the income earned, as opposed to it going to an external commercial venue.  
It can also be appropriate when setting a tone for a conference that a venue within an academic environment is used rather than a commercial one.  It makes financial sense as our rates are noticeably lower than hotels and commercial conference centres and we offer a discounted internal rate.  This is becoming more important as we see grant applications cut back.  Please talk to us about pricing an event, as we can normally find ways of making savings that an external venue has little interest in doing. 
I must mention our much improved catering services.  I understand if at times you could be jaded by term in term out use of a catering unit.  This is only natural.  But I must speak up for Campus Catering.  The quality and variety offered to our conferences and events is very good and is well received by our vacation guests.  This summer the front elevation glazing of Fulton House will be replaced meaning the Refectory will once again have one of the best outlooks of any dining space on the University circuit and some of the best quality food as well.
In the Easter and summer vacations we host a wide range of events.  The Taliesin Arts Centre has a capacity just short of 400.  At Easter we have 300 bedrooms (just short of 200 ensuite and 100 non).  In the summer we have c1200 (800/400).  I should emphasise that the study bedrooms opened since 2004 are of high quality, far removed from what you may remember as being standard university fair in the past.  
Our meeting rooms, accompanied by a high quality av service are conveniently arranged in clusters, in particular the Taliesin Theatre and Faraday Lecture Theatre with 12 lecture rooms in the Faraday Building and approximately 30 seminar rooms in Keir Hardie. The University is continuing to invest in improving the quality of our meeting space, most notably in the Faraday Building with the Glyndwr theatres scheduled over the next couple of years.  The Brangwyn Hall helps by offering capacity for up to 1,100 delegates.
At present we cannot offer a true year round conference venue, but we are currently negotiating a special price with Sketty Hall for term time events, if booked through Conference Services.  Sketty Hall has a capacity for meetings of up to 60 delegates and plenty of parking.  Information will be forwarded asap.
To finish I must mention our Special offer for events booked between now and the end of 2010. If you are planning an event over three or more days you may find that some delegates need to arrive the evening before.  We offer these delegates an extra night’s bed and breakfast at a special discounted rate of £10 per person.  
I attach a questionnaire which I would be grateful if you could complete and return to Conference Services conferences@swansea.ac.uk
To find out more about hosting conferences on campus please view our website http://www.swan.ac.uk/conferences/



